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Abstract:

The role of women during the Iran—Iraq War, known as the Sacred Defense, was
not confined merely to logistical support behind the front lines. Rather, their
active, conscious, and voluntary engagement in diverse social, cultural,
humanitarian, and even military fields revealed a new, multifaceted image of the
Iranian Muslim woman. These women not only supported combatants on the
battlefield but also played a pivotal role in sustaining the spirit of resistance,
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reinforcing the unity of defensive fronts, and preserving the culture of sacrifice
and perseverance. Through roles such as medical assistants, nurses, cultural
educators, narrators, authors, and at times even fighters, they became
indispensable contributors to the national war effort. This significant and multi-
dimensional presence reflects a deep transformation in the prevailing gender
discourse in Iranian society, both before and after the Islamic Revolution. It led
to a redefinition of the social and cultural status of women in wartime and
beyond. Within this context, resistance literature has emerged as one of the most
powerful platforms for the representation and preservation of these lived
experiences. By constructing layered and identity-forming portrayals of women
during war, this literature has echoed their essential contributions to shaping the
culture of resistance and the national identity of Iranians. In these texts, women
are not depicted as passive figures but as active agents and narrators of meaning
who shape the collective memory and discourse of war. This article adopts an
analytical-critical approach to examine the representation of women in
resistance literature. It seeks to reinterpret the role of women in the formation of
the discourse of resistance, the evolution of the Iranian Muslim woman’s
identity, and the broader cultural-social transformations brought about by war.
Within this analytical framework, the linkage between women’s lived
experiences during the Sacred Defense and their literary representations is
investigated as a foundation for a deeper understanding of their cultural and
social position in contemporary Iranian history. Furthermore, this study attends
to the artistic, ethical, and semantic dimensions of resistance literature while
addressing the central question: How has the literary representation of women
in the context of war laid the foundation for a new discourse surrounding the
Iranian Muslim woman?
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