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Abstract:

Memoirs constitute a significant portion of literary works. Memoirs of the
Sacred Defense are highly important for the history and literature of our eight-
,year war. In examining the role of Iranian women during the imposed war
studying these memoirs opens a window into the events of the Sacred Defense
for researchers. The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the importance and
role of women in supporting the war effort behind the front lines, based on

.three memoirs: The Girl of Shina, The War Hospital, and The Last Sunday
The findings indicate that women, who already assumed half of the social
responsibilities within and outside the home, consistently participated in all
matters related to men, and their direct and indirect presence on the battlefield
during the imposed war is evident. Since the main objective of this article is to
investigate the role of women in wartime support as reflected in the mentioned
books, the following results were obtained: active participation behind the front
Jines, assistance to fighters and families of martyrs and war victims
undertaking male-dominated tasks, providing moral support to their soldier
,husbands, patience and endurance, involvement in support headquarters
preparation and distribution of food and clothing, organizing various forms of
financial and non-financial aid, encouraging and motivating their spouses and
children, and shouldering the heavy responsibilities of motherhood and
..wifehood during the absence of their husbands

The main research question is: What role and position did women have in the
Sacred Defense, according to the memoirs of the three mentioned books? This
study is descriptive-analytical, and data collection was conducted through

library resources, indexing, and internet sources.
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Abstract:

In the current situation of the world, where various discourses with a political-
cultural approach are being raised in the field of women. The presence and role
of women in the Islamic Republic of Iran in the formation and victory of
maintaining and continuing the revolution is of particular importance because
it gives objectivity to the presence of women by preserving Islamic values.
Iranian Muslim women, as an objective model of relative success, stability, and
sustainability in Iran, despite the various tricks of the enemies in distorting the
principles and ideals of the revolution, can be an inspiring and capable example
in various dimensions for Muslim women in reviving and preserving values to
participate in Islamic awakening. The purpose of this research is to examine the
future studies on the role of women in mobilizing the material and spiritual
capital of the resistance front and future wars, which is descriptive-analytical
using library methods. The role of women in its objective manifestation in the
victory of the revolution and the necessity of women's continued presence to
preserve the achievements of the Islamic Revolution of Iran are among the
important issues that have the potential to set a model for Muslim women and
free women around the world. Among the indicators that led women to be
pioneers in Islamic movements are: 1. Courage and resistance against the
usurper and oppressive regime; 2. Intervention in political issues; 3. Attention
to the fate of the nation and country; 4. Sense of duty and awakening against
oppression and infidelity; 5. Moving ahead of men in the field of struggle; 6.
Accompanying children and spouses; 7. Putting aside fear in defense of Islam;
8. Transformation in social and individual ethics; 9. Leading the movement by
taking the lead in the struggle; 10. Resistance and sacrifice; 11. Starting the
movement and taking the initiative to rise (moving and coming to the streets)
and shouting and participating in demonstrations; 11. The crystallization of the
power of faith, the manifestation of martyrdom and sacrifice in defense of
Islamic and revolutionary values. It is hoped that the participation and presence
of women in the Islamic awakening will lead to the original goals of awakening
in the world and the Islamic nation.
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Abstract:

The role of women during the Iran—Iraq War, known as the Sacred Defense, was
not confined merely to logistical support behind the front lines. Rather, their
active, conscious, and voluntary engagement in diverse social, cultural,
humanitarian, and even military fields revealed a new, multifaceted image of the
Iranian Muslim woman. These women not only supported combatants on the
battlefield but also played a pivotal role in sustaining the spirit of resistance,
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reinforcing the unity of defensive fronts, and preserving the culture of sacrifice
and perseverance. Through roles such as medical assistants, nurses, cultural
educators, narrators, authors, and at times even fighters, they became
indispensable contributors to the national war effort. This significant and multi-
dimensional presence reflects a deep transformation in the prevailing gender
discourse in Iranian society, both before and after the Islamic Revolution. It led
to a redefinition of the social and cultural status of women in wartime and
beyond. Within this context, resistance literature has emerged as one of the most
powerful platforms for the representation and preservation of these lived
experiences. By constructing layered and identity-forming portrayals of women
during war, this literature has echoed their essential contributions to shaping the
culture of resistance and the national identity of Iranians. In these texts, women
are not depicted as passive figures but as active agents and narrators of meaning
who shape the collective memory and discourse of war. This article adopts an
analytical-critical approach to examine the representation of women in
resistance literature. It seeks to reinterpret the role of women in the formation of
the discourse of resistance, the evolution of the Iranian Muslim woman’s
identity, and the broader cultural-social transformations brought about by war.
Within this analytical framework, the linkage between women’s lived
experiences during the Sacred Defense and their literary representations is
investigated as a foundation for a deeper understanding of their cultural and
social position in contemporary Iranian history. Furthermore, this study attends
to the artistic, ethical, and semantic dimensions of resistance literature while
addressing the central question: How has the literary representation of women
in the context of war laid the foundation for a new discourse surrounding the
Iranian Muslim woman?
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